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ﬂ% Dear Friend, H

On a cold and blustery day last December, a petite, long-haired, calico kitty was found
" shivering by the side of the road in Shirley, MA. A Good Samaritan scooped her up and I
L[ brought the little cat to Kerri, the town’s Animal Control Officer. The kitty was very sweet, H
U but in a terrible state. Her fur was matted and her ears had large red growths in them, were H
. oozing pus and blood and completely crusted over. She was very thin, malnourished, flea- ]
infested, and in a lot of pain.

Kerri placed the little calico in a cage in her own garage for the town-mandated 10-day ]
holding period, hoping that the kitty’s owner would be located. Knowing that the town’s i
.~ resources to help this cat were limited — and that the town would likely euthanize the cat if H
. no owner was found — Kerri contacted Cathy Gadway of Second Chance Fund for Animal |
. Welfare, to see if SCFAW could help. |

_ It was two days before Christmas and Cathy came to the rescue, volunteering to foster the H
| kitty and naming her Chocolate because of her white, light .
brown, and dark brown fur. Cathy groomed Chocolate, ridding ]
her of fleas and mats, and cleaned the caked material from her H
ears. She also saw that Chocolate’s left ear had become H
malformed. ]

Cathy sought veterinary care for Chocolate right away. An
examination determined that Chocolate was probably around H
10 years old and had a severe infection in both ears. The ]
left ear malformation was the result of the infection, which I
obviously had gone untreated for a very long time -- at least é’ﬂ
three years, according to the vet. H

H To clear the infection and hopefully maintain Chocolate’s hearing, they decided to use the H
~least invasive and least painful treatments. Surgery removed the large polyps, and the
H debris was cleaned from inside her ears. Chocolate recovered from surgery and seemed to H
. improve, but soon the infection returned. Her ears started discharging once again, leaving .
. Chocolate miserable and digging at them constantly. I
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